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PROFILE SUMMARY 

Dr. Luchuo Engelbert Bain is an internationally recognized global health strategist, empirical 
bioethicist, and implementation research scientist with over 15 years of experience advancing 
science, ethics, innovation, and equity in global health. He has worked extensively in sexual 
reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and maternal and child health research, funding, 
program implementation and evaluation. He recently served as the Head of International 
Programs at the African Population and Health Research Center (APHRC), where he led 
continent-wide scientific partnerships, research ecosystems strengthening, and policy 
engagement initiatives. His scholarly work—spanning sexual and reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR), community engagement, AMR/One Health, climate–health, evidence-informed 
decision-making, and health systems resilience—has produced over 100 peer-reviewed 
publications and shaped national and global policy reforms. 

He is widely regarded for his leadership in science communication, research ethics, decolonial 
inquiry, and the political determinants of global health. Dr. Bain is Convener of Global Health 
Otherwise, a pan-African platform driving equity-centred knowledge production and 
governance reform in global health. He serves on multiple global scientific advisory bodies—
including WHO STAG (TDR), WHO Sexual Health & Wellbeing Advisory Group, Africa CDC 
technical groups, UNFPA’s Sexual and Reproductive Agency Technical Advisory Group, and 
IPPF’s International Medical Advisory Panel—bringing deep experience in normative 
guidance, ethics, and global scientific governance.  
 
He supported the UNFPA led project on evaluation of the primary health care determinants 
of maternal mortality in Mali, the WHO-TDR funded project on best practices in community 
engagement in research in Africa, the FCDO funded project on  lessons in implementation of 
HIV, TB and HIV programs in the Democratic Republic of Congo to support the UK’s 
investment case with the Global Fund for Malaria, TB, and HIV, and the scale up of the 
communications package to fight against medicalization of female genital mutilation in Kenya 
and Guinea (WHO-HRP). 
 
Dr Bain is an elected Fellow to the African Academy of Science (AAS), a visiting Associate 
Professor at the Department of Psychology, University of Johannesburg in South Africa, and 
Professor of Global Health and Bioethics at EUCLID University. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

• Scientific leadership & global health governance 
• Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights 
• Meaningful Community Engagement 
• Empirical bioethics 
• Evidence Synthesis 

https://globalhealthotherwise.com/
https://globalhealthotherwise.com/


• Political Economy Analysis 
• Maternal and Child Health 
• Emerging technologies, ethics, and evidence translation 
• Implementation research & systems innovation 
• Equity in scientific research ecosystems 
• Community engagement & empirical bioethics 
• Data-driven health decision-making 
• Climate change & One Health 
• Science communication and public trust in science 
• Organizational Strategy Development and Evaluation 

EDUCATION 

• PhD, Transdisciplinary Global Health Solutions – Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
• MSc, Bioethics (Clinical & Research Ethics) – KU Leuven 
• MPH, Epidemiology – Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
• MD, University of Yaoundé I 
• MBA, Strategic Human Resources Management for Health – Universidad 

Internacional de La Rioja  
• Certificate: Global Health Diplomacy, University of Toronto 
• Certificate: Health Communications: Fray College of Communications, South Africa. 

Experience: 

Deputy Director, MSc in Global Women’s Health, Nuffield department of Women’s and 
Reproductive Health, University of Oxford: As Deputy Director of the MSc in Global Women’s 
Health at the University of Oxford, I support academic leadership, curriculum development, 
and strategic growth of the programme. I mentor students, strengthen global partnerships, 
advance research excellence, and help position the programme at the forefront of equity-
driven women’s health scholarship and policy impact worldwide. 

Co-Founder, Global Health Otherwise: I founded and lead a pan-African think tank and media 
platform advancing equity-driven global health discourse. I shape strategy, partnerships, and 
content to amplify African expertise, influence policy conversations, broker collaborations, 
and translate complex research into accessible, high-impact narratives across digital and 
institutional platforms. 

https://globalhealthotherwise.com/ 

https://globalhealthotherwisemedia.org/ 

Head, International Programs, African Population and Health Research Center (2024–
2026) 

Led APHRC’s internationalization strategy, overseeing multi-country scientific operations, and 
drives high-level regional and global partnerships to strengthen Africa’s research and 
innovation ecosystem. Provided strategic orientation on scientific governance, evidence use, 
capacity building, and research ethics across APHRC’s international portfolio 

https://globalhealthotherwise.com/


Senior Program Officer, Global Health, IDRC, Canada (2022–2024) 

Led major research investments in climate–health, AMR/One Health, gender and SRHR. 
Oversaw multi-country WHO-TDR and UNFPA collaborations; co-led a CAD 29.9M initiative 
on adolescent SRHR; strengthened ethical and equitable research ecosystems across LMICs, 
while overseeing in projects portfolio of 100 million CAD.  

Senior Associate Consultant, AISE Consulting, Ghent, Belgium (Sept 2020 – Aug 2022) 

I served as Technical Lead and writer for PSI Vietnam on a USD 21 million health security grant 
focused on One Health systems, antimicrobial resistance surveillance, and climate-sensitive 
infectious diseases. I led a four-year study on abortion trajectories among adolescents in 
Ghana and provided technical leadership on abortion research priority-setting in sub-Saharan 
Africa (Guttmacher Institute). I supported the evaluation of the  Gates Foundation -funded 
Group Antenatal Care (G-ANC) in Nigeria, evaluated Primary Health Care system determinants 
of maternal mortality for UNFPA in Mali, advised IPPF, developed WHO protocols on person-
centered FGM prevention interventions, and the development of the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation’s 2023 – 2028 Strategy.  

Senior Research Fellow, University of Lincoln, UK (2020–2022) 

Led community engagement and digital health ethics programs; secured major scientific 
grants; co–PI for a multi-country COVID-19 behavioural study; contributed to research 
governance and ethics oversight bodies  

WHO–TDR Co-Principal Investigator (2021–2022) 

Led a landmark project on best practices in community engagement in sub-Saharan Africa, 
informing normative guidance and implementation strategies  

Researcher & PhD Scholar, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (2016–2020) 

Conducted action research on adolescent pregnancy decision-making, influencing Ghanaian 
national SRHR training policy and CSE programming  

Head, HIV/AIDS & TB Units, Garoua Military Hospital, Cameroon (2011–2016) 

Led clinical programs, improved adherence strategies, and implemented stigma-reduction 
interventions with measurable impact on treatment outcomes 

SELECTED GLOBAL ADVISORY & GOVERNANCE ROLES 

• Elected Fellow: African Academy of Science, AAS 
• Member, WHO Scientific & Technical Advisory Group (STAG), TDR (2025–2027) 
• Member, WHO Sexual Health & Wellbeing Advisory Group 
• Technical Expert, Maternal, Child & Adolescent Health TAG, Africa CDC 
• Member, International Medical Advisory Panel (IMAP), IPPF 
• Member, UNFPA Technical Advisory Group on Sexual and Reproductive Agency 



• Steering Group Member, Advocacy & Resource Mobilization Committee (RBM 
Partnership to End Malaria)  

• Co-Chair, The Society for African Genomic Surveillance of AMR (SAGeSA)  
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